X.   AIR POWER AND TEAM PLAY

A

L IR power is a thunderbolt launched from an eggshell invisibly
tethered to a base.

In this chapter we shall discuss the most controverted question of
contemporary military theory: whether that power is best used in-
dependently in the hope that it might win a war by itself with only
a wifaiinmn of support from surface forces, or whether it is best used
as a member of a team in which surface forces are also full members.

What makes the discussion possible is first that the long range of
certain types of plane permit what is called "strategic bombinjf;
second that many American, British, and other airmen seem ob-
sessed with this sort of baby killing; third that air forces are perpet-
ual publicity seekers, constantly using the methods of advertising
and of high-pressure salesmanship to praise their own aim and to
propagate doubtful theories about its use.

Obviously so epoch-making a novelty as flying lends itself to pub-
licity because it fires the dullest imagination. To quote from mem-
ory a certain college poem of thirty-odd years ago:

With a lifting of the heart,

And a whirring of new wings,
I, a worm that was, upstart

King of Kings.

Within a generation man has realized a dream of the ages. Most
middle-aged people can remember the headlines of 1909 which
saluted Bleriot's feat in flying the twenty-odd miles of the English
Channel Today the changes in warfare due to flying can hardly be
exaggerated. Moreover, Christendom is still rightly horrified at the
wholesale air bombing of cities. This horror has sunk into the public
mind; a few inquiries at any dinner table will probably convince
the reader that the average American woman thinks the chief pur-
pose of the air program was to keep the Germans from dropping
bombs on her particular house.

As an example of how large air power bulks in American public
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